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the legislation; and on behalf of the
people of South Dakota, I thank my
colleagues.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
committee amendment to H.R. 297, the
bill to authorize the Lewis and Clark
Rural Water System.

The Lewis and Clark Rural Water
System is designed to provide replace-
ment or supplemental water supplies
from the Missouri River to areas in
southeastern South Dakota, north-
western Iowa, and southwestern Min-
nesota serving up to about 180,000 peo-
ple.

This region has seen substantial
growth and development in recent
years, and we know that future water
needs in the area will be significantly
greater than the current available sup-
ply. Many residents in the project area
have water of such poor quality it does
not meet present or proposed standards
for drinking water. Many communities
rely on shallow aquifers as the primary
source of drinking water, aquifers
which are very vulnerable to contami-
nation by surface activities, including
large hog farms. Why do we not clean
up the hog farms?

Lewis and Clark Rural Water System
will provide a reliable source for sup-
plemental drinking water. I urge my
colleagues to support the authorization
of this project with a ‘‘yes’’ vote on
H.R. 297.

Mr. Speaker, the committee amend-
ment includes several additional provi-
sions affecting water resource activi-
ties of the Bureau of Reclamation in
Northern California. I have no objec-
tion to these provisions.

In fact, I want to thank the com-
mittee for including title 3, the ‘‘Treat-
ment of Project Costs For Sly Park
Unit,’’ which will provide for the Sec-
retary to exclude these costs in excess
to be repaid by the Sly Park Unit bene-
ficiaries from the pooled reimbursable
costs of the Central Valley Project
until such time as the facilities are in-
tegrated into the water supply yield to
the Central Valley project.

This will provide a correction of an
inadvertent oversight that could prove
costly to a number of urban water dis-
tricts in California. I think that this is
a proper resolution of this issue.

Mr. MINGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 297, the
Lewis and Clark Rural Water System Act,
which has been reported out of the House
Committee on Resources.

The Lewis and Clark Rural Water System
Act will serve a number of communities in
Minnesota, Iowa and South Dakota. Currently
these communities are served by shallow
aquifers that are vulnerable to contamination.
Many of these towns have tried repeatedly to
dig new wells. Unfortunately, they have had lit-
tle luck.

The area that would be served by H.R. 297
is currently experiencing a drought with no im-
mediate relief in sight. This bill will not allevi-
ate the current crisis but protect the region

from the water level uncertainties associated
with shallow aquifers in the future. That cer-
tainty not only lends peace of mind to local
citizens, but is also crucial to the area’s eco-
nomic development plans. The business cli-
mate cannot flourish when the water supply is
questionable.

The Senate has already passed legislation
authorizing the Lewis and Clark Rural Water
System Act. Time is of the essence for this
project and it is my hope that any differences
with the Senate can be quickly resolved.

Mr. Speaker, I again ask my colleagues to
support H.R. 297.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EWING). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DOOLITTLE) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 297, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.

Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 297, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
RAISING OF UNITED STATES
FLAG IN AMERICAN SAMOA

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 443), expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives with regard to the centennial of
the raising of the United States flag in
American Samoa, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 443

Whereas the people of American Samoa have
inhabited Tutuila and the Manu’a Islands for
at least 3,000 years and developed a unique and
autonomous seafaring and agrarian culture,
governing themselves through their own form of
government;

Whereas in 1722, Dutch explorer Jacob
Roggeveen became the first European to sight—
but not land on—the shores of the Samoan Is-
lands, islands which remained isolated for an-
other 46 years because Roggeveen miscalculated
their location;

Whereas in 1768, French explorer Louis
Antoine de Bougainville, the second European
to sight the Samoan islands, became so im-
pressed with the sailing skills of the natives he

named the islands ‘‘L’Archipel des
Navigateurs,’’ and for generations thereafter the
entire Samoan island group was known to the
Western World as the ‘‘Navigator Islands’’;

Whereas in 1787, Frenchman Jean Francois
La Perouse landed on the shores of these islands
and thus began the ‘‘opening’’ of Samoa to the
West, with American whalers as the principal
group to engage the people of Samoa in trade
and commerce, followed from 1830 on by English
missionaries;

Whereas in 1839, as part of a congressionally
authorized trip to the Pacific, United States
Navy commander Charles Wilkes visited the is-
land of Tutuila and later reported favorably in
support of establishing a structured relationship
between the island and the United States;

Whereas on March 2, 1872, Richard Meade,
commander of the U.S.S. Narragansett, visited
Pago Pago, and, on his own responsibility,
made an agreement with High Chief Mauga en-
titled ‘‘Commercial Regulations, etc.,’’ which
was submitted to, but never ratified by, the Sen-
ate;

Whereas on February 13, 1878, a ‘‘treaty of
friendship and commerce with the people of
Samoa’’ was proclaimed ratified;

Whereas on June 14, 1889, a treaty known as
the General Act of 1889, between the United
States, Germany, and Great Britain, and as-
sented to by the Samoan Government, ‘‘to pro-
vide for the security of the life, property and
trade of the citizens and subjects of their respec-
tive Governments residing in, or having commer-
cial relations with the Islands of Samoa,’’ was
concluded and later ratified;

Whereas on December 2, 1899, a tripartite trea-
ty between the United States, Germany, and
Great Britain, which provided for the division of
the several islands of Samoa, was signed by the
three parties in Washington, D.C.;

Whereas on April 17, 1900, by treaty of ces-
sion, the traditional chiefs of the South Pacific
Islands of Tutuila and Aunu’u agreed to become
a part of the United States in return for protec-
tion of their land and culture, and the United
States flag was raised on what is now known as
the United States Territory of American Samoa;

Whereas on July 14, 1904, by treaty of cession,
His Majesty the King of Manu’a and his tradi-
tional chiefs from the Islands of Ta’u, Ofu, and
Olosega, agreed to become part of the United
States in return for the protection of their land
and culture;

Whereas since that time, the residents of
American Samoa have been proud of their affili-
ation with this great Nation and have dem-
onstrated their loyalty and patriotism in count-
less ways;

Whereas April 17 is known as Flag Day in
American Samoa and is the biggest holiday in
the territory, and is celebrated not only in
American Samoa, but throughout the United
States wherever there is a sizable Samoan com-
munity;

Whereas American Samoans in Hawaii, Cali-
fornia, Nevada, Utah, Alaska, Washington, and
other parts of the United States pause each year
on this important date to celebrate this monu-
mental occasion in American Samoa’s history;

Whereas the per capita rate of enlistment in
the Armed Forces among American Samoans is
among the highest in the United States, with
hundreds of American Samoans enlisting annu-
ally;

Whereas for decades American Samoa served
as a Naval coaling station for United States
ships in the Pacific, providing the Nation with
what is commonly referred to as the best deep-
water harbor in the entire Pacific—a harbor
where American ships are protected from severe
and sudden tropical storms by natural, high,
sloping mountains—a harbor which, in the Na-
tion’s youth, served as a critical and crucial re-
fueling and replenishing port for military and
commercial interests, enabling the United States
to pursue its foreign and commercial policies,
logistically unrestrained, throughout the Asian
Pacific region;
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